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LEARNING FROM OUR PAST TO LEAD US INTO OUR FUTURE.

IN 2023, WE LOOKED BACK ON TREE HOUSE BOOKS® HISTORY, THE WAY WE'VE
BUILT COMMUNITY, AND THE WONDERFUL PEOPLE THAT HAVE BEEN A PART OF
THAT PROCESS. WE REFLECTED ON WHAT MAKES OUR IMPACT UNIQUE, FINDING

THAT OUR RESPONSIVENESS KEEPS US IN FRONT OF ISSUES THAT OUR
COMMUNITY FACES. IN TURN, THIS ALLOWS US TO SERVE PEOPLE IN FLEXIBLE AND
ROBUST WAYS. AS WE EXPAND, WE WANT TO EMBRACE OUR BEAUTIFUL AND RICH

PAST WHILE WE BREATHE FRESH IDEAS INTO TREE HOUSE BOOKS.

TREE HOUSE BOOKS IMPACT STORY #1

g Philly Educators . X
Y Randi Grimes - 23h - ®

SHOUT OUT to Ms. Deirdre from Treehouse Books!! She visited Jay Cooke Elementary
School's 5th grade last week. We learned about THB on the SDP's newsletter under the Grants
section. It's FREE + she brings FREE BOOKS for the ENTIRE CLASS!!

She's great for K-5th graders. In 5th grade, she told an oral story which the scholars added

onto and could transform the plot [within reason] into anything they wanted. Scholars had a lot
fun with this activity. She then asked them comprehension questions to practice their ability to
audio-recall the story. Scholars completed the story independently at their seats by writing the
rest and we shared + played a comprehension game. HIGHLY RECOMMEND!!!




1he People Of 'Tree House

Trce Housce Stafft

MICHAEL BRIX (HE/HIM), EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TANGIE WILSON (HE/THEM), MANAGING DIRECTOR

SHAKIRA KING (SHE/THEY), LEAD COMMUNITY EDUCATOR

EMMA GOLDSTEIN (SHE/HER), GIVING LIBRARY MANAGER
TITILAYOMI ABIODUN (SHE/THEY), ADMINISTRATOR

CHERYL BRYANT (SHE/HER), LITERACY SPECIALIST
DEIRDRE HYMAN (SHE/HER), COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTS COORDINATOR
CAMERON BUTLER (HE/HIM), COMMUNITY BOOK DISTRIBUTOR
LIZA VALOVATSKY (SHE/HER), SATURDAY GIVING LIBRARY MANAGER

Advisory Board Board of Dircctors
BRETT COMEN, CHAIR GRACE MANNING, BOARD CHAIR
JON WEISS, CHAIR EMERITUS JOHN FLEMING, VICE CHAIR
MELISSA ASH
STATE REPRESENTATIVE NICOLE DE JACKMO VALENTINO, SECRETARY
DONNA BULLOCK KRISTINE ALVAREZ
COUNCIL PRESIDENT THANK YOU ALSO TO ALL OF OUR WONDERFUL KESERBAILEY
RA(?:ET.R[E)’E-:"IFI::‘;KE VOLUNTEERS, WITHOUT WHOM NONE OF OUR BOB BORENSTEIN
e WORK WOULD BE POSSIBLE! WE ARE GRATEFUL TO KIMBERLY COLEMAN CLOTMAN
THOSE WHO DONATE THEIR TIME TO HELP OUR piy NV
MARNI FOGELSON ORGANIZATION AND THE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
M|CHEL G“.BERT IN OUR COMMUNITY. ‘LlYA JOHNSON‘ROBERTS
ELI GOLDBLATT _ .
CHARLES IRELAND D“_’AIN JORNSEN
KRISTIN KISER SARA JOHNSON

DAVID LAFONTAINE
JENNIFER LIHARIK
YASMINA RICHARDSON
LAUREN MACALUSO POPP
NYSEEM SMITH
ANDREW STARFIELD
SENATOR

SHARIF STREET

DR. MECCA JAMILAH
SULLIVAN
ANDREA SWAN
ANNA WELSH

LAURICE SMITH




I'rom Our
Board

Dear Friends and Supporters,

As we reflect on the past year, we are filled with gratitude for your unwavering support of Tree
House Books. It is with great excitement that we present to you our annual report for 2023:
"Revitalize, Refresh, Renew." This theme encapsulates the spirit of our organization's journey over the
past year, marked by transformation, wonder, and surprise.

Within these pages, you will find remarkable achievements and milestones that we've reached together in
2023. Our commitment to fostering a love of reading and learning among young people and families in our
community has never been stronger. We are excited to continue this trajectory into 2024. In the beginning
of 2023, we hosted our first official Alumni gathering, bringing together past Tree House volunteers, staff,
and children. It was a heartwarming event filled with shared memories and renewed connections. The
gathering highlighted the enduring impact of our work and the incredible young adults our THB kids have
grown into.

This year was also a record year for empowering our kids to explore outside of their neighborhoods, often
for the first time. A group of students and staff ventured to the Jersey Shore for a fun day in the sun, while
some embarked on an educational journey to Washington DC. Visiting the capital broadened our students’
understanding of identity and inspired their curiosity. With your continued help, we hope to replicate and
expand these travel experiences in 2024.

While this year focused on refreshing our kids' and community’s curiosity, it was also significant for the
revitalization of our mission. As we continue to work on expanding our programming and doubling our

capacity this coming year, we will place an emphasis on articulating an educational pedagogy that allows

us to stay focused on our core vision: ensuring every child has access to books and limitless opportunities

to pursue their dreams. To achieve this, we are looking to make more connections within our ’
neighborhood, including developing a Parent and Neighborhood Council to guide us as we embark on this

next phase of growth.

Looking further ahead in 2024, we are embarking on an ambitious journey to amplify our impact and
deepen our roots within the community. Our focus will be around expanding our Out of School
programming capacity and also giving out 100,000 books - more than ever before! Additionally, we're
focusing on enhancing support for our staff and further solidifying our role as a pillar of support and
empowerment for our community in North Philadelphia.

None of this would be possible without your continued support and partnership. As we venture into this
new chapter, we invite you to join us on this journey of growth, innovation, and collective impact. Thank
you for your unwavering commitment to Tree House Books and the children we serve. Together, we can
continue to revitalize, refresh, and renew alongside our community for generations to come.

With gratitude,
Grace Manning
Chair of the Governing Board
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Rcefresh

T'he "Special Sauce’

Pg & Sl Doty L)

TREE HOUSE BOOKS' BOARD OF DIRECTORS GAVE THE GREEN LIGHT TO EXPAI'(.S'UR SPACE

AND FURTHER OUR IMPACT. STAFF SPENT 2023 REWORKING OUR THEORY OF CHANGE TO

PREPARE FOR HOW WE WANT TO GROW IN THIS COMMUNITY. IN DOING SO, WE PUT INTO
WORDS EXACTLY WHAT MAKES US UNIQUE: OUR “SPECIAL SAUCE.”

UTILIZING A STRENGTHS-BASED APPROACH, TREE HOUSE BOOKS IS CULTURALLY
REFLECTIVE OF THE PEOPLE IN NORTH PHILADELPHIA, RESPONSIVE TO COMMUNITY
NEEDS AND INPUT, AND RADICALLY SAFE TO INCLUDE THE MOST VULNERABLE.

IN THIS REPORT, YOU CAN SEE OUR “SPECIAL SAUCE" IN ACTION!

OUR FOCUS OUR WORK INTENDED ULTIMATE

POPULATIONS IMPACT SOCIAL GOAL
All Programs Create Community

. g Tools and access
and historically - compensation in homes 1o literacy

marginalized | |

community Community is the connection throughfine Strengthen
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Rcfresh
| S 2003 PLD: We Outside! M

Philadelphia Literacy Day was everything

we hoped for and more! With the last few _ _
years being rooted in indoor isolation, Tree 12:20-1:00 g\m HONES
House Books set out to bring us all outside

SARAH JACOBY

L0130 JRRS ST
to play again. We also sought to bridge the

: _Z(XJ GﬁﬁRlELmﬁc
gap between the elders and young people
in our community.

Not only did we accomplish the goal of
having an intergenerational gathering, but
we exceeded our participation
expectations. More than 700 people
attended, doubling the amount of
participants we saw last year!

TREE HOUSE BOOKS IMPACT STORY #3




Renew
Our program growth and impact

OUR NEXT STEPS ARE A REFLECTION OF THE CREATIVE AND NURTURING COMMUNITY THAT WE SERVE. AS AN
ORGANIZATION, WE INTEND TO FURTHER OUR REACH AND DEEPEN OL 075?, BEAUTIFUL NORTH PHILADELPHIA.
! i )

L L !

THE AFTER-SCHOOL LITERACY STUDIO
AND TEEN PROGRAM MISSIONS ARE TO
GIVE STUDENTS IN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
CULTURALLY COMPETENT EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCES. IN THE FUTURE WE WANT TO
HAVE MORE TRIPS, ENGAGE MORE TEENS,
AND EXPAND THE WAYS WE ENGAGE
GRADES 9-12. IN 2024 WE PLAN ON HIRING
MORE TEACHING ARTISTS SO THAT OUR
YOUTH CAN BE EXPOSED TO AS MANY
MODES OF LEARNING AS POSSIBLE.

- SHAKIRA KING
LEAD COMMUNITY EDUCATOR

THE TRAVELING TREE HOUSE WAS CREATED
TO COUNTER THE PANDEMIC, SERVING
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS ON A
SMALLER SCALE. | DREAM FOR THE
TRAVELING TREE HOUSE TO REIGNITE A
LOVE OF READING AND CONNECT THE
GREATER PHILADELPHIA COMMUNITY
DIRECTLY TO TREE HOUSE BOOKS.

- CAMERON BUTLER
COMMUNITY BOOKS DISTRIBUTOR

WORDS ON WHEELS IS A BOOK DELIVERY
PROGRAM TO HELP STUDENTS PREVENT
SUMMER SLIDE. IN THE LAST THREE YEARS
WE HAVE CONTINUED ON THAT PATH
WITH THE ADDITION OF OFFERING
FAMILIES ACCESS TO FUN AND ENGAGING
ART AND LITERACY WORKSHOPS. THIS

WHEN | FIRST STARTED WORKING HERE IN
2017, THERE WAS A BOOK DISTRIBUTION
GOAL OF 50,000 BOOKS A YEAR. LAST
YEAR WE SAW OUR HIGHEST BOOK
DISTRIBUTION NUMBERS YET, ALMOST
DOUBLE THAT NUMBER! ADDITIONALLY,
LIBRARY VISITS RETURNED TO PRE-COVID SUPPORT NOT ONLY GIVES STUDENTS

NUMBERS. THIS AFFIRMS FOR ME HOW
PRACTICE WITH READING, BUT WORKS
NECESSARY AND EXCITING OUR :
WITH PARENTS TO TAKE A CREATIVE
EXPANSION IS. WE NO LONGER HAVE THE :
APPROACH TO ENGAGING THEIR CHILDS
ROOM FOR THE AMOUNT OF PEOPLE
SUMMER READING. IN THE FUTURE, WE
WHO WOULD LOVE TO HANG OUT HERE
INTEND TO BROADEN OUR REACH BY
AND HAVE A SAFE SPACE TO READ OR
BECOMING THE LITERACY COMPONENT
DEBRIEF FROM THE DAY. 2023 HAS TRULY
TO TRADITIONAL SUMMER PROGRAMS.
SHOWN ME THAT THERE IS A WANT AND
THROUGH THIS, WE EXPECT TO INCREASE
WE HAVE THE ABILITY TO BE A TRULY
HOLISTIC COMMUNITY SPACE FOR OUR FARTIEIPALION Al RARINER WITH
SCHOOLS TO GIVE CHILDREN A NEW
NEIGHBORHOOD.
OUTLOOK ON READING.
-EMMA GOLDSTEIN -DEIRDRE HYMAN
alviNG LIBR:’:::;‘?RDONAHONS COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTS
COORDINATOR




I'inancce Report

For more detailed financial information, our annual audits are
on file in the office.

Y car over Ycear Budget Growth
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Events Fundraising
3.6% 9.3%
Qutreach
In-Kind ;
In-Kind
18.9% A%
Management
1.7%
Corporate Gifts
3.7%
Grants
55.2%

Individual Donors

18.6%
Proﬂram 47%



2023 Donors and Supporters
( Continucd)

We are incredibly grateful to all our donors and partners. | ;illing Tree House Books' mission would
not be possible without youl Donors arc listed in alphabetical order within cach category.

Root partners (Gifts of $1,000 to $4,999)

Aliya Johnson-Roberts Katy Thorbahn

Alston Beech Foundation * Kelly & Joseph Bailey

AmeriHealth Caritas Kristin & Marc Attenberg

Andrew Starfield Kristine Alvarez

Biddy Kehoe Laura Koval

Bradley Bennett Laurice Smith

Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback Foundation * Lynn Schwartz

Cyrus 2006 Fund Margie Weil

David La Fontaine & Community Ventures Michael & Michelle Brix

Do Gooders Michelle & Daniel Scolnick
Elizabeth & Darren Wilson MK Daley

Equinox Management & Construction, LLC Nicole De Jackmo Valentino & Michael Valentino
Erica Seraiva Philadelphia Insurance Companies
Francis McGorry Rachel Slamon

Hachette Book Group Ray Boose

Independence Public Media Foundation * Roy M. and Nancy J. Fairman
James and Margaret Tatro Running Press

Janssen Supply Group Sara Johnson

John Fleming The Goldenberg Group

Jonathan Weiss The Helen W. Coleman Foundation *
JP Morgan Chase Foundation * Theresa Burnett

Jude & Lee Smithey

" Denotes a Foundation or Grant Gift

Unfortunately space considerations
don't allow us to print gifts up to $99 -
but we are no less grateful! They can be
found on our website.

www.treehousebooks.org




2023 DDonors and Supporters
( Continucd)

Branch partners (Gifts of $100 to $999)

Abigail Thaker

Alan Symonette
Alexis Spraggins
Alice Rose

Alisa Peet

Allison Van Hook
Amazon Smile
America's Charities
Andrea Ohta

Andrea Swan

Anina Heimann

Anne Krawitz
Anonymous Vanguard
Employee

Bank of America Charitable
Foundation *

Barbara Gross
Beatrice Kitzinger
Beth Jellinek

Beyond the Bookends
Blanche Goldstein
Bonnie Paul

Brian & Michelle Dillon
Brooke Jacobs
Bushnell/Pelkey Fund *
Carol & Jim Brix

Caryl & Barry Frank
Cassandra Bennett
Cassie Bartelme
Children's Book World
Chris Raph

Christina Kallas
Christine Brown
Christine Kramer
Christine Mclnaw
Christine Weeks
Chris & Kasia Roithmayr
Collab Research Inc
Compex Legal

Cyrilla Dillon

David Feldman

David MacDonald
David Wisniewski

Dell and Josh Steckel
Denise Heron

Dewain Johnson
Eileen Walker

Eli Goldblatt & Wendy
Osterweil

Elie Basch

Elisabeth Fulbright-Hadden
Ellen Milgrim

Ellen Tedaldi

Emily Cook

Emmeline Blanchard
Ernest Owens

Fast Enterprises

First Baptist Church of
Pottstown

Frances & Gerald Smith
Frances Soo Ping Chow
Google

Grace M. Gerber

Grace Manning

Hank Spraggins
Howard Spodek Gift Fund
IBM Employee

Impact 100

Isis Clarke

Jane Bernstein
Jennifer Bradley
Jennifer Feden
Jennifer Furniss
Jessica Kitain

Jill & Derek Jokelson
Johannah Fine

John Molin

Jon & Meg Kauffman
Jonathan Nadu
Jonathan Van Schoick
Joseph Tedeschi

Josh Glauser

Judie Koss

Julia Rosenzweig
Julianne Jayson

Julie Matzke

Justin Moore

Karen Paulus

Kate White

Katherine Hovde & Kenneth
Kulak

Kathy & Ed Hastings
Kathy Zito

Kay Jernigan

Kay Sickles

Keith & Tara Lamont
Kerry Roeder

Kiana Brown

Kimberle Kennedy
Kimberly Gauthier

Kristen Wilf

Kristin Glavis

Kristina Dugan

Laura Price

Lauren Horowitz

Lauren Popp

Lawrence & Catherine Dori
Dugan

Leslie Callahan

Leslie Stone

Leslie Sullivan

Linda & Peter Zeltner
Linda Sall

Lisa Katchman

Lois Levin

Lori Katz & Michael Goldstein
Luke McLoughlin

Luke Stirparo

Lynn Appel

Lynne Gery

Maggie & David Chiles
Marissa Rumpf

Marni Fogelson & Joe Teel

Marsh & McLennan Companies

Mary & Emanuel Rosenfeld
Foundation

Mary Ann Judge
Marybeth Garrett
MaryBeth Spitz

Matthew Guardiola

Max Nguyen

Meg Williams

Memorial Presbyterian Church

Merck Foundation
Michael Maraventano
Michele & Bill Wrabley
Mike Macaluso

Molly Brozell

Molly Feith

Monarch Yoga

Most Ancient Grand Court
Heroines of Jericho
Murphy Giving Fund
Nancy MacEoin
Nathaniel Popkin
Nicholas O'Leary
Normadene Murphy
Olivia Larson-Mylonas
Patrick Van Gorder

Paula Singer & Howard Kaufold

Peggy Hartzell

Peter Fry

Peter Hill

Phyllis Cobb

Priscilla Page

R Wireless

Racquel Gill

Randi & Brett Cohen
Rebecca Wuhl

Renee Brown

Richard Kennedy
Richard OBrien

Rick Schontz

Rob Janes

Robert Borenstein

Robin Hynicka

Roots Inc.

Ruth Ost

Samantha Scott

Samuel Whyte

Sandy Sheller

Sarah & Bruce Byker James
Sharon Turner

Sharyn Katz

Shivanee & Saideep Raj
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority,
Inc Alpha Eta Sigma Chapter
Stacey Miller

Stephanie Rohrbaugh
Steve Parks

Steven Bell

Steven Lloyd

Steven Udicious

Susan Josephs

Susan Mudambi
Suzanne Simons

Takeru Igusa

Thatyana Morales

The Baldwin School

The Bridgespan Group Inc.
Thomas Dunne

Timothy Lawrence
Trent Snyder

Vanessa Valde

Vivian Murray

Warren Miller

Xaviers Family Childcare
Yuliya Ostapenko
Yvonne Watson

I ——-_



2023 Donors & Supporters

We are so grateful to all our donors and partners in this work. This work cannot
happcen without you. Donors arce listed in alphabetical order within the categorics.

N DENOTES A FOUNDATION OR GRANT GIFT

Evergreen partners (Gifts of $10,000 and above)

Anonymous Family Foundation »
Anthony and Staci Wiemelt
Caroline Buck Foundation *

Community Literacy Collaborative at University of Arkansas * ’ =4
Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church With your help, e Can Create atid
GSK Impact Award * sustain a community of readers,
Justamere Foundation * writers, and thinkers.

Le Vine Family Foundation

Leibowitz Family Charitable Fund * To join the people listed here,
Nonprofit Finance Fund * please contact us at
Patricia Kind Foundation * info@treehousebooks.org
Penninah Brodie :

Philadelphia District Attorney's Office * ‘

Pincus Family Foundation * 4

Seybert Foundation *
The Benjamin and Patricia Quigg for Reading Education Fund *
The Free Library of Philadelphia/Read by 4th

The John B. Rosenthal Foundation #

The S. Albert Fund of The Philadelphia Foundation *
The Vert Charitable Trust *

The William Penn Foundation *

Sue Wieseneck & Family

William M. King Foundation

Forest partners (Gifts from $5,000 to $9,999)

We make every effort to be

Allen Hilles Foundation * accurate, and apologize for
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church any errors. Please contact us
Denise Webb at info@treehousebooks.org
McGorry Family Fund to correct and update our
Melissa & Dana Ash - records for names, amounts,
The Lawrence Saunders Fund * HOUSE and any other reason.

The Scholler Foundation *
Touchdowns for Books Campaign (Root & Branch partners inside!)




